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July 1944 to November i348 


1. Tha PRAVDINSK (43°32 18/56°S2'N) airfield was locate: about 
# miles northwest of the railroad station anc abot 3 miles 
west of the Volea hiver (see Annex). Ne 5,000 x 6,000«foot 
field was surrounded by a woods ena had 2 concrete runways (H-6), 


2, Since there were no air force quarters in the town, the airfield 
personnel was’ assumed to be quartered at the airfield or in its 
vicinity. * 


ie 


twenty-five fichters and twotrainers were parked in the open 
at the flelc: 


a. #ishte-s: Sinvle-ensine sin-le-seat craft, retractable 
dandins ~ear with roundec winr tins, rlcid teil wheel. 


va. DPrainers: Sincvle-eensine biplanes, radial enzines, two~ 
place crait, fined landin; wear, 


4. Observed flying: 
&. <irin: Prom the fishters at towed sleeves. 


b bervation flyin; with 2, 4, 3, and 20 fishters flying clese 


toratiies, 

c. Nimnt Plyins, several fichters pursuinz an aircraft ilie- 
minated by several searchlichts. .ulti-colored livht Sismals 
were cropped, 

ad. individual parachute jumos from biplanes. 


5. Officers and NCO's{wearing war Gecorationsjand Ell; younger clas- 
ses were mostly observad. 
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25X1 [| September to November 1947 


6. There waa an airfield about 3 miles northwest of the PRAVDINSK paper mill, 
occupied by fighters. 


a 


Report on the flying observed near FPRAVDINSK confirmed that fighter units, 
probably assigned to the PVO (Air Defense) were still being trained in so- 
called “bright night fighting" operations, The described aircraft type 
with rigid tail wheel may have been the Yak—l or the Yal 7b, since the 
observations date back as far as 1944. More recent information is desired 
in order to clarify the performance of the Soviet fighter units in night 
fighting operations. 


lAnnex: Airf. WDINSK, Gorki Ob 
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